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first of one unbroken series of victories as Pitt and the nation
fondly hoped. Montcalm and his army of veterans had still to
be reckoned with.

While Drucour had been holding out desperately at Louis-
bourg, the French General had gathered his forces at Ticon-
deroga, on Lake George, which stood as a grim menace to the
frontiers of the New England States. Here he awaited in
confidence the advance of the English columns under General
Abercrombie, who had been instructed to lay siege to the
forest fortress, little understanding the strength of the position
he was called upon to assault.

Montcalm had only 3,000, as against 15,000 men of Aber-
crombie, but his Lieutenants were the brilliant Bougainville
and De L6vis, two officers worth a host in themselves, and he
held a natural stronghold which defied attack. Encamped on
a high, rocky ridge overlooking the lake, with a valley at its
foot, and crowned with a stockade of fallen trees and stakes,
whose ends had been sharpened and pointed like innumerable
spear-heads, and with the sloping ground below strewn with
brushwood and tree-trunks, Montcalm felt himself more
secure than behind walls and earthworks.

In Abercrombie's army, however, there were no misgivings.
He, a slow, irresolute, nervous man, did not inspire much con-
fidence in his troops; but Pitt had given him as second in
command a brilliant young officer, named Lord Howe, who
had the same ardour and enthusiasm as Wolfe himself, and
perhaps even more personal charm and magnetic qualities of
leadership. From all accounts, he seems to have been a
splendid type of English gentleman, scholarly, yet a born
leader of men, gentle, and winning, and courteous in his
manner, yet brave as a lion and decisive in command, * The
finest officer in the King's service,' was Wolfe's verdict of him.
It was considered a loss greater even than the defeat itself
when this promising young soldier fell, by almost the first
shot, as he led the advance against Montcalm's defences of
barbed trees. Such a charge, such desperate and heroic